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Palewell Press is a not-for-profit independent publisher dedicated to conducting our work with environmental, ethical, and economic responsibility. Our mission is to publish literature that promotes human rights, environmental awareness, and social justice, and we believe that our business practices must embody these same principles. We recognise that every stage of the publishing process, from printing and packaging to distribution and marketing, has an environmental footprint, and we actively seek to minimise this impact through thoughtful supplier partnerships and sustainable production choices. 
Sustainable Production through Mixam UK 
Our strategic printing partner is Mixam UK, whose strong environmental ethos aligns closely with our own. Mixam’s approach to sustainability is comprehensive and practical, addressing each stage of the production cycle. Their printing facilities use plant-based hydro-soy inks, which are described as “biodegradable, renewable and non-toxic.” Paper that has received these inks can be easily de-inked during recycling. Hydro-soy inks reduce reliance on petroleum-based chemicals and lower the environmental cost of colour printing. 
Mixam’s print-on-demand and short-run production model ensures that “prints are produced only on an ‘as needed’ basis,” preventing overproduction and limiting waste. This approach allows Palewell Press to print exactly what is required, when it is required. By avoiding excess stock and unnecessary storage, we significantly reduce waste, energy use, and carbon emissions. 
In addition, Mixam offers a wide range of recycled and sustainable paper options, including materials made from “100% post-consumer waste;” and FSC-certified papers sourced from responsibly managed forests. The company’s eco-friendly packaging further supports our environmental goals: “Most of Mixam’s print facilities use recyclable, biodegradable, and reusable packaging materials, resulting in a lower impact on landfills.” 
Energy efficiency is also central to Mixam’s operations. As of April 2023, “80% of (their) production facilities globally use energy-efficient equipment, such as solar energy and LED UV printing.” This commitment to low-carbon production and efficient use of materials, including printing multiple copies on large sheets and recycling scraps to reduce paper waste, further enhances the ecological integrity of our partnership. 
Ethical Distribution with IngramSpark 
For some years, Palewell Press has also partnered with IngramSpark / Lightning Source, in particular to achieve international paperback distribution. The company’s environmental policies complement our own with a print-on-demand model so that “books are printed in ultra-short runs.” By aligning production directly with demand, they reduce overproduction, lower greenhouse gas emissions, and conserve valuable natural resources. 
IngramSpark’s paper sourcing is also strictly controlled. Their responsible paper policy states that “each of its paper suppliers must avoid using materials from endangered or old-growth forests and from ecologically sensitive regions.” This commitment ensures that none of the Palewell Press books they print are on paper sourced from unsustainable or destructive forestry practices. The company’s environmental management systems are verified through ISO 14001:2015 certification, an internationally recognised standard for environmental responsibility. 
IngramSpark’s parent company, Ingram Content Group, reports that “100% of paper and board materials come from mills certified for sustainable forestry practices,” and that they actively “aim to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and promote energy and operational efficiency.” 
Minimising Air-Miles
In a change of business model, however, for titles published from 2026 onwards, we no longer aim to have our printed books shipped worldwide. Instead, to avoid them accumulating air-miles our revised policy is that:
· In some countries, served by Mixam, our books will be printed locally. 
· Customers in other countries will be offered download of our eBooks. 
To support this move, from 2026, we intend that every new title will have an eBook as well as a printed version. By choosing our eBooks, readers outside the UK can access the same high-quality content while supporting our goal to be more sustainable. 
Minimising Server Farm Impacts
Our newsletters are currently sent using Mailchimp’s online platform. This means that, as well as residing securely on our in-house server, our mailing list data is stored within one of Mailchimp’s server farms. And videos of our events are made available on YouTube. We recognise that storage and processing of our data within server farms will have environmental impacts through its generation of heat, and use of electrical power and of water for cooling. To minimise these impacts, we are currently analysing our mailing lists, email, video, eBooks and other cloud-stored data, and purging as much of it as possible. 
A Circular Economy
Our commitment to sustainable publishing includes a book's "end-of-life." Our website encourages customers to recycle our books rather than sending them to landfill. To help customers do so, our website shares details of community organisations that collect and redistribute books. By doing this, customers can help us continue reducing waste and supporting a circular economy.
Social and Economic Responsibility
As a not-for-profit publisher, Palewell Press operates with a clear ethical and economic purpose. Rather than maximising profit, we reinvest our revenue into supporting marginalised authors and collaborating in creative projects that promote cultural awareness and social change. Our model prioritises fair reward and equitable collaboration over commercial expansion. Printing on demand and working with environmentally certified partners like Mixam and IngramSpark allows us to manage costs responsibly while maintaining ecological balance. This ensures that every expenditure contributes to both financial stability and environmental care. The proceeds from our book sales directly support our editorial projects and community initiatives. These include publishing refugee writers, authors addressing climate change, and those exploring the intersections of mental health, wellbeing, identity and human rights. In this way, our economic model sustains not only our organisation but also the creative voices and communities we represent. 
Accountability and Continuous Improvement 
Palewell Press recognises that sustainability is an ongoing process. We regularly review the environmental statements, certifications, and supply-chain transparency of all our partners. We favour suppliers who publish measurable data on carbon emissions, recycling rates, and energy efficiency, and who demonstrate continuous improvement toward greener operations. As part of our commitment to environmental responsibility, Palewell Press has signed the Publishing Declares Climate Action pledge, which begins: “Protect nature and biodiversity, working with supply chain partners that are resource efficient, use sustainable materials and processes wherever possible in the content we produce, and constantly innovating to make use of new and recycled materials.” This pledge aligns us with a global network of publishers dedicated to climate literacy, carbon reduction, and sustainable industry standards; and reflects our aim to work towards net zero across our activities. 
Our intention is not only to meet current environmental requirements but to exceed them wherever possible. We remain open to adopting new technologies and materials that further reduce our environmental footprint. By maintaining transparent relationships with responsible partners such as Mixam, IngramSpark, and Mailchimp, Palewell Press aims to model how a small publisher can operate sustainably and ethically. We believe that creativity, social impact, and environmental care must coexist in the modern publishing industry. By supporting Palewell Press, readers and customers contribute directly to a publishing ecosystem that values integrity and sustainability.
